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ledge of Nature, and the "Unhappy. Con- 
ſequences of Neglecting it, are conſidered. 
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EXEMPLIFIED 
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of Fa ITE, or dictating to the Conſciences of 
others; - which is briefly proved to be incon- 
ſiſtent with the Knowled of Human Nature. = 


The whole defigneeg᷑ñ 
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of Nature, eſpe⸗ 2 


_ erally of ourſelves, and hack other == as WW ʃ¾9 2 
are more immediately concerned A 5 
Naturam expellas furcz, tamen uſque recurret, 1 1 
Though Nature's driven out with proud Di Jain, — "= 
The power, ul Goddeſs full returns again. 
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7 HE 3 Deſen of the following 
Dialogue, being to excite the Curioſity 
: of ſuch as peruſe it, and to kindle in their 
Breaſts the noble Defire of acquiring as full 
a Knowledge of Nature, as the Capacity 
and preſent Situation ' of Mankind "will per- 
mit; it is thought proper to offer a few 
Things in Vindication of the Paſſion more 
gte addreſſed to, by ſhewing wherein 
it is uſeful, good, and commendable, and how 
it becomes faulty and * 


_ Curioſity, then, as being a Paſſion implanted 
in the Human Mind by the Great Creator of 
all Things, muſt in itſelf be good and well 
adapted to the Nature of Mankind: Now, 
that it is 2 and that the Goodneſs and Mi. 
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dom of the Creator, in endowing them with 
it, appears noleſs evident than from the Con- 
Wa deration of the other Faculties of the Soul, 
is very plain; for thereby, as by the Hand 
of Nature itſelf, Men are led forward in 
the Search of Truth, and excited to exert tbem- 
ſelves in making new Diſcoveries, or im- 
proving thoſe already known ; it ſerves as a 
Spring to ſet all the other Powers of the Soul 
on Motion, without which they would, in a 
great Meaſure, lie dormant and uſeleſs : 
In fine, Curiofity may be ſaid to have a 
"43 milar Effect on Rational Beings, that At- 
traction bas on Material Ones, attradting 
and drawing the Mind as it were, to ei- 
brace Knowledge, and ſerving to regulate its 
Purſuits after Truth. This appears to be 
equally the Caſe through all the Branches 
of Learning, nothing being more agreeable 


% the inquiſitive Nature of Man, than, with 
the Poet, to enquire, | 


150 tellus fit lenta gelu, que putris ab 
AÆſtud 


Ventus in en quis Lace vela 
8 ferat? 


What Climes are burnt with Heat? 
| What chill'd with Froſt? 
Which Wind blows fair to gain the L 
2 falian Coaſt? 
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= Jo this bappy Diſpoſition of the Mind, the 

1 Origin of whatever 1s uſeful or ornamental 

N in Life, may, in Part, at leaſt, be attributed ; 

1 nor ts it leſs powerful in Matters of a re- 

1 ligtous and political Nature, there being a 

1 ſtrong Propenſity in Mankind to inform them- 
ſelves of the Manners, Cuſtoms, and Opt- 
nions of other Nations, which is of no ſmall 

? Advantage to the M. orld, as being a very 

proper Means to induce Men to correct their 

b Opinions, and poliſh their Manners, by com- 
paring them with thoſe of others, 


As this Def re and natural Appetite zo 
Knowledge appears with peculiar Vigour in 
 goung People; inſtead of caſting a Damp on 
fo uſeful an Incitement, it ſhould rather be 
encouraged and ſet on W ork, by aſring Queſ- 
tons, or making uſeful Experiments that 
migbt give Occaſion to their untaught Minds 
to exert themſelves, and by their own native 
Force, gain a true Conception of what is re- 
preſented to them. On this Occaſion it will be 
a pleaſant Amuſement, to objerve haw eagerly 
they catch at Knowledge, and bow uneaſy 
they are till you ſolve any Difficulties that 
occur. This Method of Injirutiten, by Con- 
ver ſation and familiar Experiment, makes a 
much more clear, as well as more laſting, Im- 
preſſion- on the Mind, than that which is got 
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by Precept or Books does; for which Reaſon, 
I cannot but think it would-be &n'Improve- 
ment of Education, were this experimental 
Way followed. I OR» 


But however ſerviceable this inquiſitive 
Turn of Mind may be, when directed io pro- 
per Objects, ſerving: as a ſecondary Principle 
| of Self-Preſervation to rouſe our Attention 
lo every Thing that is uſeful, convenient, or 
any wiſe agreeable to us; it is notwithfland- 
ing found to be very liable ts Abuſe ; which 
7s the Caſe when Men are thereby led into 
Purſuits that are either trifling and uſeleſs in 
- themſetves, or placed above the Reach of bu- 
man Capacity to comprehend. This Abuſe of 
 e: Paſſion, not only innocent, but highly com- 
mendable in 1tfelf, is with good Reaſon diſap- 
proved in the following Dialogue, 


Woo after the View we have taken of 
-both the good and bad Effects of Curtofity ; 
10 Body, one would think, could wiſh. it were 
leſs prevailing in the World, or of leſs Ef- 
ficacy to engage Mankind to throw off lazy In- 

3 dolence, and that unmanly Effi minacy of Man- K 

ners, which debaſe the Mind, damp its Spright= 9 | 

' lines, and render it unfit for every noble and 

generous Exerciſe Was Man deprived of 
this active Principle, it is hardiy-poſſible to 

Conceive bow , dull and igſipid a Creature be 
v1 | e . would 
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would become; nothing new, elegant, or even 


uſeful, would have any Influence on ſuch an 
uncurious Lethargicł. ee, 


» 


To conclude; If what is here offered to the 

g Reader's Peruſal, contribute, in the leaſt, to 

4 promote the Study , Nature, by inducing - 
ö any to be more diligent in their Enquiries 
1 after Truth, and leſs poſitive and dogmatical 
n their Concluſions from ſuch Reſearches, the 
Intention of the Author is fully anſwered. 
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D 1 A OGUE 


BETWEEN 


of Guardian- Angel, 


AND 


A Soul Dry N 


— 


— . 
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ANGEL, 


BE ALL! immortal Spirit, ball! 
Lou are heartily welcome to 
11,24 our inviſible World; I congra- 
WEy) tulate you on your happy Deli- | 
very om e ani- 
mii R a Lump of dead Clay; your Tranſ- 


lation from Earth to Heaven, from a State 
of Darkneſs to the Regions of Light, your 


B "Advance- 


£ 
2 
1 


Advancement from the firſt Stlge and Pu- 


"I$}. 


pillarity of Being, to a more perfect and 
happy State; I fay, all this cannot but give 


the higheſt Pleaſure to me, who was your 
Guardian-Angel on Earth. 


SOUL. 


Ob, Angelic Being! Your kind Reception 
in this unknown World, deſerves the warm- 
eſt Exprefſions of Gratitude: Beſides, I ſhall 


need to learn the Language of Angels before 


J can duly extol the many kind Offices 


your Goodneſs inclined you to do me in the 
lower World. 


ANGEL, 


It is natural for us good Spirits to do all 


the Good in our Power ; we rejoice in 


| Goodneſs ; the Exerciſe of it, in promoting 


the Happineſs of our Fellow- Creatures, 
conſtitutes an eſſential Part of our own. 
och i is the indiſſoluble Connexion between 


public and private Good, that we can never 


fail in the one, without miſſing of the other, 


SOUL. 


Your able! is well known to me by 
eee How many Intricacies and 
Doubts have been cleared up, and Dangers, 

that 
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„ 
that would have proved fatal, avoided by 
your kind Suggeſtions ? Gratitude, eſpecially 
toſo kind a Benefactor, is undoubtedly 
moſt reaſonable ; and Thanks, as being the 
loweſt Expreſſion of it, the leaſt Acknow- 
ledgment I can make you. 


Ann 5 


Your 3 Reſentment of the ſmall 
Services I have been able to do you, is a- 
greeable ; but Ceremony aſide, let us talk 
together with that Frankneſs and Freedom 
that becomes Fellow-Inhabitants of the 


fame inviſible World, You may ireely aſk 


what Queſtions you pleaſe concerning this 
World, its Laws, Government, Inhabitants, 


and whatever elſe your Curioſity ſuggeſts : 


But in the firſt Place you muſt ſatisfy me 


if you are thoroughly acquainted with the 


World you have left. 
$OUL, 


I reckon myſelf very happy to meet bee | 
with ſuch familiar Goodneſs, as you are 
pleaſed to treat me with : But what, pray, 


do you mean by my being thoroughly aC- 


quainted with the lower World? I bleſs - 
God I was never a greater Worldling than 
dun and Nen not ſo much; I had 
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a good Education, and was taught from 
my Childhood to deſpiſe People of that 


Character. But, perhaps, this is not your 
Meaning. YL 


ANGEL. 


1 by no means intend you ſhould be ac- 


quainted with the ſinful Practices of the 
World, but juſt the Reverſe. To be plain 


with you, there is an indiſpenſible R u L E 


preſcribed to Guardian- Angels, whereby 


they are obliged to examine all departed Souls, 
whether they know the Natures and Laws of 


Things below, before they can be initiated in 
the K 


SOUL, 


I always thought that Men were to be 


Judged, not by their Knowledge and Learn- 


but by their moral Conduct in the 
World; ; that if they were found to have 


led good, ſober, and virtuous Lives, they 
would be approved and rewarded ; and, on 


© the contrary, puniſhed, if It OP they 
bad ey wicked, 


ANGEL. 


The moral Cauſe of the A pprobation or 


Condem- 


o 


| nowledge of the higher World, or ad- 
mitted to ſhare its Happineſs, 
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Condemnation of Men is, without all Doubt, 
. what you ſay ; but then ſuch moral Con- 
duct is neceſſarily connected with, and en- 
tirely dependent upon, the Knowledge re- 
quired by the Rule juſt mentioned. This 
will appear evident, beyond all Contradic- 
tion, if we conſider how impoſſible it is for 
Men to act their Parts on the Stage of the 
World, either virtuouſly or wiſely, without 
ſuch Knowledge: As true Virtue conſiſts in 
the Conformity and exact Correſpondence 
of Men's Deſires and Actions to the Na- 
tures of Things, nothing can be more ab- 
ſurd, than to ſuppoſe, that a Man ignorant 
of the World, and the true State of Things 
therein, is capable of acting virtuouſſy; be- 
cauſe, while he continues in ſuch a Situa- 
tion, the very Actions that he imagines 
good, and performs as ſuch, may be groſs 
Abuſes againſt Nature, black Crimes and 
vile Practices, highly derogating from the 
Dignity of the human Soul: And, on the 
contrary, many brave, honourable, and 
worthy Notions and Actions may be brand- 
ed with Infamy, deteſted and avoided, 


the no ſmall Loſs of Society, and Dihoneu. 0 
0 human Nature. 


801. 


What you ſay appears to me very reaſon- 
able, 


8 1 Fl 


able, and I heartily with Men would beſtow 


more Pains, than they commonly do, in ſtu- 
d ying the Nature of Things ; eſpecially that 


of themſelves, and ſuch other Beings as they 
are more nearly connected with. Such a 


Conduct would prevent a World of Miſ- 
chiefs, which, for want of it, prevail but 
too much among all Ranks and Characters 
of Men. Were they but acquainted with 


the true State of the World, or knew 


i 


wherein their own real Happineſs con- 
ſiſted, they would certainly bid an eternal 
Adieu to Ty yranny, both Givil and Sacred, 


to Oppreſſion, Bigottry, Superſtition, Per- 


ſecution, and a thouſand other Enormities, 


that owe their whole Being and Support to 


the want of ſuch Knowledge. 
ANGEL. 


It may be truly affirmed, that Ignorance, 
if not 0 immediate, is, at leaſt, the occa- 
ſional Cauſe of all the Follies, and even 


Crimes, committed in the World; it is 
to Miſtake, and a wrong Judgment of 


Things, that every _ unnatural Noten, as 


well as Action, is owing. 


SOU. 


1 confeſs that! is my Opinion ; bob; does 
not 


: 
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not this extenuate, or rather obliterate the 


Guilt of ſuch Actions? For my Part 1 


ſhould think that a great deal of Allowance 
is to be made, eſpecially to young People, 
who have bad little Experience of the World. 


ANGEL. 


The Foible of Mankind, in being led into 
bad Actions, more through Folly, than any 
deliberate Wickedneſs, is - too manifeſt, to 
deny the Reaſonableneſs of what you ſay, in 
ſome Degree at leaſt z but then, on the con- 
trary, it is as unreaſonable to extend this In- 
dulgence to ſuch as have it in their Power 
to be better informed, A Man, who through 
unavoidable Loſſes and Misfortunes becomes 
Bankrupt, merits the Favour and Compaſſion 


of his Creditors ; but if this happens to him 


by Fraud, or neglecting his Buſineſs; he can 
have no Title to either. In the ſame man- 

ner the Actions of Idiots, and Men of weak 
Underſtandings, however unnatural and ab- 
ſurd they may be in themſelves, are excuſable 
in them, becauſe uncapable to know better: 

But what Excuſe can ſuch plead for their 
bad Actions, who are not only bleſſed with 
good natural Endowments, but have allo the 
Advantage of Fortune, Education, Leiſure, 
and every deſirable Opportunity of acquiring 


the Knowledge of themſelves, and the World 
in general? Their Ignorance, inſtead of be- 


ing 


a 


(8) 


ing an n Apology for their Miſcondudt, ſerves 
to increaſe their Guilt; becauſe it is an Omiſ- 
ſion of a Duty ſo much more neceſſary than 
any other whatever, as on it all the reſt de- 
pend, I mean that primary and fundamental 
Obligation which lies on rational Beings to 
make a right uſe of their natural Powers, ſo 
as to gain as perfect a Knowledge of Truth, 
as their Nature is capable of. I am not 
ignorant that many in the World would 
think me too ſevere a Cenſor ; but how can 
I help diſapproving what appears to me to 
be amiſs, and wiſhing it were otherwiſe. 
The only way to real, laſting, and ſolid 
Happineſs, is to gain the Knowledge of the 
Truth, and to regulate our Deſires and Aeli | 
ons agreeable thereto, 


$ OUL. 


Since this is the Caſe, what can we think 
of ſuch degenerate Souls, who, neglecting 
- their true Honour and Intereſt, contentedly | 
remain in Ignorance ?. Inſtead of ſtudying 
how to- be. uſeful in the World, by adorn- 
ing their Minds with the Knowledge of Arts 
and Sciences, and acquiring ſuch Accomp- 
liſhments as would enable them to ſerve their 
Country or Friend, tis cuſtomary and faſhi- 
onable now a Days to ſpend the moſt, if not 
all their Time, | in a Neun of Poor inſignifi- 
0 | 5 cant 


FF 
cant Pleaſures and Diverſions, ſuch as appear 
ſilly and ridiculous to every Thinking Man. 


ANGEL. 


Were half the Time that you ſay is ſpent 
in trifling Amuſements and idle Chat, im- 
ployed in the Study and Purſuit of Know- 
ledge, it is incredible what Progreſs might 
be made in every Branch of Learning, and 
what Improvement in every virtuous Qua- 
lification. There is one Conſideration, that, 
if attended to, would rouze every Man to 
ſhake off lazy Indolence, and inſpire him 
with the noble Defire of acquiring Know- 
ledge; and that is, that there is Reaſon even 
to WL whether it be poſſible for a rational 
Being to act knowingly and deliberately 
what is wrong; ſo that if Men miſs of Hap- 
pineſs, it muſt be intirely owing to them- 
ſelves, by neglecting to acquire that Know- 
ledge that would infallibly led them to it. 


SOUL. 


Lou ſeem to lay a great Streſs on the 
Knowledge of the Truth, and indeed Iam 
apt to think it is the only ſolid Foundation 

of Virtue and Happineſs ; but then I know. 
there are People in the World who would 
queſtion the Orthodoxy af ſuch Doctrine. 


Ld 


/ 
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They have adopted as an Axiom, or undeni- 
able Truth, what the Poet, perſonating a 


Princeſs of Antiquity, Aſſerts, vi. 
Bn? Video meliora probogue, 
Deteriora ſequor, . — 
Ovid. Met. B. 7. v. 20. ſeq. 
That is, I ſee and approve of what is beſt, 
« but follow or practice what is worſt. ” 
I am afraid the Poet has been too bold in 
his Expreſſion conſidering the Condition he 


Tepreſents the Lady in, which was this, She 


was up to the Ears in Love, but could not 
ſave her Lover, whoſe Life was in Danger, 
without diſobliging her Father. What could 


the pretty Fair One do in ſuch a thorny 


Point as this? Why, at any Rate ſhe was 


reſolved to ſave the dear Object of her amo- 
Tous Wishes, As this was her true Situation, 
how is it probable ſhe would have uſed the 


Expreſſion the Poet puts in her Mouth, and 
thereby condemned in plain Terms, what 


in her Heart ſhe approved and deſigned to 


put into Execution ?, Modeſty and flial Re- 
ſpect might indeed have ſo far prevailed on 


her, as to wiſh it had been her Power to 


ſave her Lover, without diſobliging her Fa- 
ther; or, granting that in a Struggle of ſuch 
ſtrong Paſfions ſhe had really ſpoke ſo, I 
leave it to Love-Caſuifts to determine whe- 
ther ſhe would not ſoon have recanted, and 
La the Poet who expoſed her Weak- 

neſs, 


4 
neſs, as Hermoine in the Diſtreſs d Mother 
does Oreſtes, on a ſomewhat ſimilar Oppoſi- 
tion of Paſſions; which being there moſt 
pathetically deſcribed, ſhall take the Free- 
dom to repeat to you, 


Herm. Peace, Monſter, Peace! Gr tell thy 
borrid Take 
To Savages, and howl it out in Deſarts. 
Would'ft thou impute to me 1 barbarous 
Guilt? - 
Me would 'f thou make th. Accomplice of 
thy Crime ? 
What if, tranſported by my houndle eſs Paſſ on, 
T could not bear to ſee him wed another, 
Were you to obey a jealous Womans Pbrenzy - 
You ſhould bave diu d into my inmoſt 
Thoughts : 
My Heart, tho full of Rage, was t free from 
Malice; 
And all my Anger was Exceſs of Love. 
Why did you take me at my Word? You ſaw 
| The Struggle of my Soul; you heard me rave. 
You ſhould have queftion'd me a thouſand 2 
times, 
Yet fill have doubted, and fill have queſtion 4 
on. 
Why did you not return ! Why not conſult me 
A ſecond Time? And undetermin'd 1 
Ares return, and till find new. Delays of 


CO: ANGEL. 


( 12 ) 
ANGEL. 


-But why uſe any foreign Arguments to 
prove the Abſurdity of the Aſſertion above 
mentioned ; let Ovid ſpeak for himſelf, for 
I dare ſay he was too quick-ſighted in Love- 


Affairs to overlook it, If you remember the 


whole Paſſage 1 could gladly hear it, be- 
cauſe it is unfair to judge of a Man's Sen- 


timents from a fingle Expreſſion, without 


taking bis own A Aa of it. 
80 0 L. 


Should I repeat the hats Pallape,” it 
would weary you, being of conſiderable 
Length; however, the Subſtance: of it is 


this: After giving us ſuch Refle&ions as he 


imagined, might be the Effect of Modeſty 
and filial Reſpect, tho in Terms a little too 
bold, he immediately makes the Lady re- 
collect herſelf, and calling to ire the 
manly Beauty of her Lover, and the Danger 
he was in, ſhe preſently recants what ſhe 
had faid in the moſt pathetic Words that 


alk-conquering Love could dictate, which are 
as follows: = 


Quam n if crudelum, non tangat Jah tas, 


Et Genus, & Virtus? Nm non, ut cætera 


defint, 


; Forma movere poteſt ? Certe meg Pedtera man. 


15 This 


1 
This with what follows is expreſly to 
ar Dprpoley and runs in Engliſh thus : 


No Female: Heart but Jaſon s Age would 
move, 
His Birth, his Pirtue, all invite to Love. 
Thrice cruel be, that can bis manly Form 
But view, and not to Love's Dictates conform ! ! 
Without my Help, be'll be the Monſter's Prey; 
Yes, but a mighty Love, oer me bears fway, 
Should 1 not ſave bim, well might the World\ 
Jay, 
Jam a Tygreſs wild, with Heart of Steel, 
Or Adamant, that Love could never Yun: 


ANGEL. 


Aster fach a fair Centos as this 1 
think very little Streſs can be laid on her 
firſt Exclamation, as if ſhe acted contrary 


to what ſhe judged right. Her true 8enti- 


ments are too evident to ſtand in need f 


any farther Illuſtration; and J cannot but 
wonder that there are any who build on 
ſuch a ſudden Flaſh of Paſſion as on a Prin- 
ciple that could not be diſputed: I ſhould 
think that Experience would convince every 
Man that he always acts what he judges 
beſt at the Time he performs it; though 


it is very poſſible he may have a different 1 


9 afterwards : Whether a Man cory. 
| £ 5 2 
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a bad Action cooly, or in a Paſſion, in ei- 


ther Caſe he proceeds upon a wrong Judg- 


ment of Things, imagining there are good 
Reaſons for ſo doing, when in Truth there 


are none, but quite the contrary. 


SOUL. 


From what has been ſaid I think it un- 
queſtionably follows that every Action is, 
at the Inſtant of performing it, thought 


| good, and that bad ones, are never under- 


taken as ſuch, but are always veiled under 


the Appearance of what is beſt and moſt 


ſuitable to the preſent Circumſtances of the 
Actor. Hence it is evident how abſolutely 


neceſſary Education, or the Study of the 


World is, in order to qualify a Man to act 
virtuouſly, or what is the ſame Thing, to 
conform his Actions to the true State of thoſe 


be converſes with; becauſe, ſince he muſt 
neceſſarily be guided by his Judgment, all 
his Actions will be either good or bad, vir- 


tuous or vicious, according as it is well or 
ill informed. BR) 


ANGEL. 


The Inferences you draw are very juſt ; 
and it is on this indiſſoluble Connexion be- 
tween Natural Knowledge and Morality 


that 


(1%). 


that, the Reaſon of the Rule above mention- 
en is founded ; for without ſuch Knowledge, 
it is as ridiculous to expect that a Man 
ſhould be able to conduct his Actions as he 
cougght, as that a Man without the Know- 
ledge of Numbers ſhould be a good Arith- 
metician ; or, that a Mechanic ſhould be a 
compleat Artiſt without knowing any thing 
of the Tools * is to uſe. 


801. 


After what you have been pleaſed to ſay 
on this Subject, I am well fatisfied of the 
Reaſonableneſs of judging of a Man's Morals 
by the Juſtneſs of the Notions he has form- 
ed in the various Beings he is converſant 
with; for if theſe are wrong, the Actions 
depending on them can never be good, or 
ſuited to the true State of Things, 


ANGEL. 


I am heartily glad you are convinced this 
Method of proceeding is juſt; for I would 
not have you think that you are more hard- 
* dealt by than others. : 


s Ou. 


| | Far be it Eh me to entertain Thoughts 0 
in the leaſt N to your Impartiality, 


Or 


(626) 


or to the Juſtice and Equity of the Rule 
you proceed by! No, my Reaſon tells me 

that all the Works of God, even the moſt 
minute, are worthy of - their great Author, 
and conſequently highly deſerving the Study 
and Conſideration of all Rational Beings ; 
and the more fo, becauſe our own Beha- 
viour, and even the Idea we form of the 
Great Creator of the Univerſe, muſt neceſ- 
farily be regulated by the Knowledge we 
have of them. 


ANGEL, 


F OED then the Utility, and even Neceſ- 
ſity, of ſtudying Nature, is ſo manifeſt, it 
ſeems ſtrange that fo few ſhould apply 


themſelves to 1t, or that thoſe who attempt 
it ſhould reſt ſatisfied with ſuch ſuperficial | 


and imperfect Notions as they commonly | 
e 


80 L. 


The 1 of Nature migbt indeed 85 
have been carried to greater Perfection than 
it is, but at the ſame Time, to do Juſtice 

to the laſt and preſent Ape, it muſt be 

allowed that many have had the Generoſity 
and Courage to overleap, the ſcanty and 

narrow Bounds that terminate the Views of 
the 


IM 5% 

the Vulgar, making an Excurſion into Na- 

ture in order to take a View of her native 
Beauties, cull her Flowers that grow in ad- 
mirable Variety on every Wild, and ſtore 
their Minds with her Treaſures, viz. the 
Knowledge of her Animals, Vegetables, 
and Minerals: Each of theſe they would 
examine in the niceſt Manner; find out 
its Nature, Uſe, and Properties; apply not 
only themſelves, but every Thing elſe with- 
in their Sphere, to. the Actions and Uſes 
Nature deſigned them for; and, finally, 

would turn the whole beautiful Syſtem. of 
our ſublunary World to the Praiſe of the 
Creator's glorions ' Attributes of Goodneſs, 
Wiſdom, and Power, 


ANGEL. 


Such a Conduct as you mention is nuly > 
worthy of a Man, and ſhould be | purſued 
by every one that deſires to excel in al that 
is Great and Good, or that hopes to par- 
take of the Pleaſures of another World: 
Far, by the Rule above-mentioned, it is 
abſolutely neceſſary that Men be well ac- 
quainted with all Things below, before theß 
can be initiated in the Knowledge of the | 
higher World; it being abſurd to think that 
thoſe who have neglected the one, would 
r r apply themſelves 701 the other. 9 7 
that 


> 
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that ſuch a Method would be entirely con- 


trary to the eſtabliſhed Order of the Uni- 


verſe, by which the moſt ſimple and eaſieſt 
T hings take Place firſt, thence gradually 
aſcending | to the higheſt, 


SOU . 
This Method has been followed by moſt 


learned Men, and their Succeſs therein 


ſhows the Juſtneſs of it; for thereby they 
have not only attained a good Inſight into 
the Natures of Things on the Earth, but 


were likewiſe enabled to extend their Views 
to the other Worlds of the Sun, Planets, 


and Fixed Stars, 
A NG E L. 


It is allowed they may have difcovered 
the Revolutions and Motions of the heaven- 


ly Bodies; but the Knowledge of their par- 
ticular Natures, and that Connexion where- 


by they form one whole or compleat Uni- 


verſe, can only be gained in the ſucceſſive 


Stages of the Souls Being ; perhaps by ſpend- 
Ing a certain, Time in each of theſe Syſtems, 
where, by making proper Obſervations, they 
may come at laſt to aſcertain the Connexion 


7 the Whole, and} in Mr. Pope's Words, 


\ 


See 


( 19 ) 


See u on Worlds com poſe one | Uni verſe; 


Obſerve how Syſtem into Syſtem runs, 
What other Planets, and what other Suns. 


SOUL. 


o far as 1 comprehend your Meaning, 
I think it may be illuſtrated by the Practice 
of Surveying ; - for in order to draw an ex- 
act Plan or Map of any Country, the Sur- 
veyor pitches on ſome convenient Stations, 
then takes the true Bearing and Diſtance of 
the firſt from the others ;and paſſing to them 
does the ſame there ; ſo that by proceeding 
in this Manner it will be eaſy to "ay down 
a correct Draught of the Whole. 


ANGEL. 


This . is very proper to * 
the Neceſſity of ſtudying what belongs to 
the Earth while we are its Inhabitants, it 
being as impoſſible to recover this Know- 
ledge, if not acquired in a Man's Life Time, 
as that a Surveyor ſhould be able to lay 


down an exact Plan ofa Place without mak- 


ing his Obſervations on the Spot. It will 
certainly be a melancholly Reflection for a 


Man to think, that though be was once an 
Inhabitant of the ſublunary World, yet he 


knows nothing, or but very little, about it. 1 
„„ Hor 


0 


How will he blame his Negligence, by 
which the Knowledge of one World, and 
that too which conſtitutes the firſt Period 


of his Exiſtence, is entirely and irrecovera- 
bly loft | ? 


| SOUL. 

1 cannot help figuring to Mytelf how 
ſuch a Man would be puzzled and put out 
of Countenance, ſhould an Inhabitant of 
the higher Worlds defire the Favour of him 
to give them an Account of the World 
wherein he paſſed the firſt Period of his 


Being. ' His Front muſt be of poliſhed 
Braſs indeed, if, without being aſhamed, he 


can look him in the Face, and own he knows 


as little about it, as thoſe who never were 
| nw, 


ANGEL, 


"Fila not know. if it i move our 
Mirch or Pity moſt, to ſee him racking his 
f Brain for ſome Excuſe to ſhift the Queſtion 

poſed, and conceal his Ignorance. But 
What adds to the Misfortune, is, that there 
is no Remedy for it, nor any Means left to 
recover the Knowledge of 1 ſublunary 
World, when Life, the only ee e 
dvingit, i is once at an End. 


SOUL, © 


(21 ) 
SOUL. 


What you ſay ſeems altogether reaſon- 
able, that the only proper Time for ſtudying 
the: ſublunary World, is while we continue 
its Inhabitants; becauſe to neglect the doing 
it then, appears, to me as groſs an Abſurdity, 
as if an Apprentice ſhould neglect to im- 
prove himſelf in his Buſineſs, imagining that 
| as ſoonas he is out of his Time, he ſhall of 
a 112 become a compleat Artiſt. 


ANGEL. 


; The Parallel ! is not ber ſt, 17 2 
however. great the Imprudence and Folly of 
the Apprentice, in that Caſe would be, — 
though it is a thouſand to one but be con- 
tinues a Bungler all his Life; yet there is 
ſtill a Poſlibility of the contrary, he may 
apply himſelf with redoubled Aſſiduity, go 
Journeyman to one who underſtands tbe 
Buſineſs to Perfection, and by this Means 
make up his Loſs. But that of the other is 
irretrievable, unleſs the Pythagorean Doc- | 
trine ſnould prove true, and the Soul of fuch | 
a one tranſmigrate after Death into another | 
human Form; which, if not the Caſe, _ 
ſeems at leaſt a natural enough Puniſhment 4 
for remiſs unactive Minds, that they ſhould 


4 A ' 


(22) 
be condemned to act over and over again the 
ſame Part, till they learn to do it well. 


| SOU "4 5 
1 have heard much talk of this Doctrine 


* 


of Pythagoras, and to be plain with you, I 


think there is no material Difference be- 
tween it, and what you ſeem to maintain. 
Thoſe of his School aſſerted, that the Soul could 
have no Admittance into the EI van Fields, 
or be happy in another World, till it was en- 
tirely purged of its groſs Parts, and had ac- 
quired all the Purity its Nature was capable 
of. On the other Hand, you tell us, that 
none can be initiated in the Knowledge of 
the higher World, till they fully underſtand 


the — of the lower. In my Opinion 


theſe Doctrines are fo ſtrictly connected to- 
gether, that neither of them can ſtand alone, 
it being inconceivable how the Soul, without 
a ſutficient Knowledge of Nature, can arrive 

at the Perfection required by the Pythago- 
| reans;nor can it in the leaſt be doubted, that a 
comprehenſive Knowledge of the Natures 


and various Uſes of Things, will infallibly 


. Taiſe and exalt the Mind to the utmoſt Per- 
fection of Excellence and Goodneſs. How- 
\ ever, I muſt tell you, that the Pythagorean 
Doctrine is long fince exploded, moſt Peo- 
ple now a Days being of the Poet's Mind, 
who ſaid, 


88 | 


1 
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* 


Onnes ebdem cogimur : omnium 
Verſatur Urna, ſerius, ocius 
Sors exitura, 2 nos in æternum 
Exilium impofitura Cymbe, 


Thus all muft tread the Paths of Fate, | 


Thus ever ſhakes the mortal Urn, 


Whofe Lot embarkes us, ſoon or late 


On Charon's Boat, ab 4 never tore urn, 


AN G E *. f 
Whether the Doctrine of Pyrhagat fas, 


that of the Poet you mention, holds got in 
Fact, I ſhall not poſitively ay; but certain _ 


it is, ' whichever of the Syſtems - we em- 


brace, that it were happy for Men if they 


uſed their beſt Endeavours to gain a perfect 
Knowledge of Things in their Life-time; 


for in the firſt Place, they would not be o- 


bliged to return to the Earth again, but 


nn paſs to a ſuperior Sphere of Be- 
ing ; they would eſcape the Puniſhment in- 
ficted only on the negligent and groſsly ig- - 
norant Souls, which have not attained: that 
Maturity of Perfection, neceſſary to their be- 
ing admitted into the Regions of Light and 
HFHappineſs. On the other Hand, if the 
Sentiment of the Poet be true, the Neceſlity 
of Rudying the lower World, while in it, | 
1s 
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is {till greater, becauſe Life being the only 
Opportunity of doing it, the Knowledge 
thereof will be loſt for good and all, if not 
then zequited. 


SOUL. 


I cobfef it were happy for Men if they | 
bore the Poet's Sentiment always in Mind; 


for then they could not fail to make the beſt 


of their Time, by laying hold of the only 
Opportunity they {hall ever have of acquaint- 
ing themſelves with the Syſtem of the lower 
World : Beſides, that — ſuch a Conduct 
they would alſo render themſelves worthy of 
attaining the Knowledge of the inviſible one. 


However, I can never be put off the Noti- 
on, that you are fo far from agreeing in Opi- 
nion with the Poet, that yours is the ſame 


in the Main with Pythagorass Doctrine. 
ANGEL. 


Well, ſuppoſe it were? By what I 
have diſcovered already of your Ingenuity, 


I ſhould think you were free from the vul- 


gar Weakneſs of being influenced by Names, 


or blindly giving or with-holding your Af- 


ſent to a Doctrine, only becauſe Men of 


great Reputation and Fame did ſo. It is | 
unworthy of a Man, and quite unbecoming 


the Character of a rational Being, to ap- 
prove 


„ 

prove ot diſapprove by Proxy; it is a Weak- 
[neſs not to be pardoned, for a Man to yield 
his Aſſent upon any Terms or Conſideration 
whatſoever, but the Weight of clear Evi- 
dence, and ſtrong rational Proof. What 
Advantage is it to you, that learned Heroes, 
whether of antient or modern Date, enter- 
tained ſuch and ſuch Opinions? Will that 
illuminate your Underſtanding? You may 
as well pretend to ſee with their Eyes, as to 
think you ſhall attain the Knowledge of any 
Thing by merely giving into their Judg- 
ment about it, without examining and be- 
ing well fatisfied that the Arguments they 
uſe to ſupport their Opinion are really good 
and conclufive, _ 


SOUL. 


I was always of your Mind in this Re- 
ſpect, being convinced that it was worſe 
than Turkiſh Slavery to be obliged, Vi & Ar- 
mis, to yield an Aſſent to Doctrines, let 
them be what they will. No, in my Opi- 
nion, the only reaſonable Method of gaining 
People over to our Way of Thinking, is to 
_ Propoſe the ſtrongeſt Arguments we can to 
their Conſideration, leaving them at fall 
Liberty either to approve or reject them, 
as they appear in their Judgment to be good 
or bad. Charity and Benevolence to Man- 
| E Kind 


( 26) 


kind ſhould incline us to uſe all the peace- 
able Means in our Power, to bring the Wan- 
dering and Miſled into the ſmooth and 
ſtrait Paths of Truth, to enlighten the be- 
nighted Underſtandings of the Ignorant, 

and remove, if poſſible, the Prejudices of the 
ſu perſtitious and bigotted. But then Oppreſ- 
ſion, Dragooning, Tortures, Fire and Fag- 
got can never be the Means of accompliſh- 
ing this; it is Reaſon and fair Argument 
alone can ao, - -* 


ANGEL, 


The Methods you mention, are the ſame 
with what we uſe on ſuch Occaſions ; only 
our Knowledge and Power being far ſuperior 
to Mens, they hardly ever miſs of Succeſs in 
our Hands. But as to the Practice of uſing 
forcible Means to compel Aſſent, it is a hor- 
rid Tyranny indeed ! Slavery, even of the 
worſt Kind, is nothing to it ; for though 
a Slave would willingly have the free Diſpo- 
ſal of himſelf and his Actions, and though 
it is great Inhumanity, not to ſay Cruelty, to 
deprive him of that Power; yet, however 
dard his Caſe may be, it is ill in his Power 
to do what is required of him. A Maſter 
that ſhould command his Slave to perform 
Impoſſtbilities, would be more than barbarouſ- 
ly cruel, or even wicked, for this he may be 


in 
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in leſſer Inſtances by demanding more than 


in Juſtice is due io him, and certainly no 


Maſter of Slaves can free himſelf from this 


Charge ; I ſay, that one who could do this 
would be a Monſter of Cruelty, a raging 
Madman, void of even the leaſt Remains 


of Reaſon and Common Senſe, and only fit 
to inhabit Bedlam : And yet, this 1s rally 
the Caſe and true Character of ſuch as would 
force Aſſent, and the Belief of any Tenets 
or Syſtem of Tenets whatever. This is uſing 
violent Means to make a Man do what is 
entirely beyond his Power : For ſuch is the 


Conſtitution of the Mind, and ſo neceſſarily 
is the Judgment connected with, and depen- 


dent upon, rational Evidence, that wherever 
it is perceived there needs no other Means to 
fix the Judgment and gain a full Aſſent; 

but where it is wanting, no other Method 1 is 
capable of ſupplying its Place. External 
Violence indeed, by putting a Man to an 
intollerable Degree of Pain, may tempt him 
to play the Hypocrite and diſſemble his true 
Sentiments, but cannot, in the Nature of 


Things, alter the Judgment that is founded 


on ſolid and rational Evidence. However, I 
can hardly allow myſelf to believe that there 
are any Men fo void of Reaſon and Common 


Senſe as to be guilty ws Wen Soft Ab- 
ſurdities. 


\. 
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SOUL. 


I wiſh for the Honour of human Nature 
that there were no ſuch abſurd Practice in 
the World ; a Practice odious beyond Ex- 
preſſion, no Terms, that I know of, being 
capable of conveying an adequate Idea of its 
Detormity and Contradiction to the Nature 
of Things. But alas! I ſhould offend againſt 
the Truth, to fay there were no ſuch unna- 
tural Conduct among Men. No, it has, 

to the great Reproach and Diſhonour of hu- 
man N ature, been but too often uſed. How- 


ever, to the Praiſe of the preſent Age be it 


ſaid, the Frenzy begins to come to a Criſis, 
not only particular Perſons, but even whole 


Communities, have had the Moderation to 


acknowledge, that they have no Right of 


any kind to dictate to the Conſciences and 


Underſtandings of others ; they have like- 
' wiſe had the Courage to declare, that they 
think it the Height of Madneſs and Vanity, 
even to a Proverb, for any to pretend to ſuch 
a Right ; the Light of Truth begins to dif- 
fuſe its enlivening Beams, gradually diſſipating 
the Fumes of Paſſion and Prejudice, and 111- 
natured Bigottry now begins to turn milder 
and more tractable; ſo that in a ſhort Time, 
it is to be hoped, all Manner of Conſtraint, 


in Matters of Conſcience, will give way 


tQ 


4 


to univerſal Charity, and mutual Forbear- 
ance. 


ANGEL. 

Since, as has been clearly made out alrea- 
dy, the true State of this Caſe is, that it is 
not in a Man's own Power to deny bis Aſ- 
ſentto ſuch Propoſitions as appear to him to 


be ſupported by clear and full Proof, nor to 
give it where ſuch Proof is wanting; ſo, on 


the contrary, it is equally true, that this Aſ- | 
ſent muſt vary and change, ſhould any Fal- 


lacy in the Proof appear : And fince Man 
is a Being of limited . Underſtanding, and 


very liable to fall into Errors, which upon 


more deliberate Thought and b:tter Exami- 
nation he may come to correct, it ſeems ſur- 


prifing there ſhould be any, who forgetting 


that they are Men, ſhould bind themſelves 
by Covenants and Oaths, ſolemn Profe 

ons and Subſcriptions, never to change their 
Opinions about certain Doctrines and Tenets, 
drawn up in Form. They might as well 


fwear that they ſhall never be wiſer or better 


informed than they are at preſent ; they may 


as well bind themſelves by the moſt ſacred 


Oaths to ſhut their Eyes againſt the Light 


of Reaſon,” or, if this is impoſſible, fairly to 
play the Hypocrite, by condemning in pub- 
He becher all have FIG, whats in their pri- 


vate 
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vate judgment they cannot but approve. 
Horrid Impieties! In Charity to ſuch as 
have been, or are at preſent, guilty of ſo great 
an Error, it muſt be ſuppoſed they are ig- 
| norant of its fatal and highly criminal Con- 
ſequences. It is impoſſible that Men with 
| deliberate Knowledge ſhould bind themſelves 
to act in Contradiction to human Nature, 
by promiſing, or anywiſe engaging them- 

ſelves, to perform what is not in their Power 
to do. 


8 O L. 


Nothing, in my Opinion, can be more 
unbecoming the Nature of Man, than, on 
the one Hand, to be ſo ſelf-ſufficient as to 


be above receiving Inſtruction ; or, on the 


contrary, to allow himſelf to be led by the 
Noſe through all the Labyrinths of another 
Man's Fancy. 


ANGEL, 


As to giving or witholding Afſent, all Ex- 
| tremes ſhould be carefully avoided ; it being 
very unreaſonable to doubt of every Opinion, 

becauſe it is poſſible we may be miſta- 
ken; and it is no leſs abſurd to embrace any 
Opinion in too poſitive and dogmatical a 
Way, by ſetting a Ne plus ultra to the E- 
vidence * which 1 it ls ſupported, as if hea 
a 


An 


had ſuch enlarged and penetrating Under- 


ſtandings, as to comprehend at once all te 


Properties and poſlible Relations of any 
Thing, A Man cannot be guilty of a greater 
Abuſe of his rational Faculties than laviſhly 
to ſubmit his Judgment to the Determina- 


tion of others, be their Character for Learn- | 


ing and Honeſty ever ſo great, Howeve 
J think it not only ſafe, but commendable,to 
make uſe of the Diſcoveries and Arguments 
of others to form our Judgments by ; but 
then they ſhould be fairly examined and 
compared with thoſe of an oppoſite Nature, 
and our Aſſent finally given to either of 
them that appears to us moſt reaſonable, 
though the Suffrage of ever ſo great Men 
ſtood for the other. 


SOUL. 


What you fay is highly atone: ſup- 
poſing Men, as they 1eally are, liable to 
Miſtakes and Errors. Indeed, were there 
any, who could prove to a Demonſtration, 
(for nothing but the cleareſt and fulleſt Evi- 
dence can be depended on in a Caſe of ſuch 


vaſt Importance as this) that they were poſ · 
ſeſſed of Truth, and ſo infallible that they 
could not deviate ſo much as in one Inſtance, - 


or the leaſt Degree from it; could they 


make it appear, beyond all Contradiction, 


that 


(32) 
that their Opinions were the fame with 
Truth itfelf, or that the ſo-much 1idolized 


Confeſſions aud Creeds were authentic Co- 


pics of the Records of Heaven; I fay, 
could they do this, they might very ſafely en- 
gage themſelf to maintain their preſent O- 
pinion to the End of their Lives; and I care 
take upon me to affirm, that there is not 
one fingle Perſon, whom they ſhall convince 
in the Manner above ſpecified, but will own 
their Authority to dictate Truth to others, 

readily liſt himſelf their Diſciple, and ſub⸗ 

{cribe the whole Collection of their Opinions, 

though it ſhould prove a Volume or Volumes 
in Folio: But till they do this, which Iam. 


apt to think will require a good deal of 


Time and Pains, it appears highly arrogant, 


vain, and preſumptuous for any to aſſume 


to themſelves the Office of Dictator in Mat- 
ters of Conſcience. 


ANGEL, 

Beſides, unleſs, as you obſerve, they could 

rove themſelves to be infallible, it is offer- 
ing an unpardonable Outrage to their own 
Nature, as well as an affront to its Author, 
to lay themſelves under Obligations to main- 
tain their preſent Opinions for ever, when 
it is well known that the Make and Conſti- 


tution of Man is ſuch as to require long Ex- 
_ perience, 


( 33) 


perience, Maturity of Judgment, with great 


Diligence and nice Examination before he 
arrives at Truth, In my Opinion, it would 
_ be moſt agreeable to the limited Underſtand- 


ings of Mankind, to propoſe their Judgment 


of Things with the greateſt Submiſſion and 


Modeſty, never impoſing it on others by 


any other Means than that of fair Reaſoning, 
nor laying themſelves under any Reſtriction 
that might hinder their embracing Truth, 
ſhould they diſcover jt to lie on the contrary 
Side to that they formerly thought. 


SOUL. 


You might well ſay fo, if you knew that 


each Side diſputes what the other contends to 
be infallible Truth. This Contrariety of 
religious Sentiments is very well expreſſed by 
Mr. Pope in the following Words: 


One thinks on Calvin Heaven's own Spi- 
ml Fer: 
Another deems him Inſtrument of Hell; 
Tf Calvin feel Heaven's Bleſſing or its Rod, 


| This cries there is, and That there is no 


Cod. 
What ſhocks one Part, will edify the reſt, 
Nor with one Syflem can they all be bleſt. 


1 No 


is 
1 
1 
[7 
1 
1 
FD 
* 
x 
1 
: 


— — 


— 
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Now ſince this is really the Caſe, that they 
are far from being agreed on the Matter, I 
have often wondered that Modeſty itſelf did 
not inſpire them with Sentiments of Mode- 
ration and mutual Forbzarance, by putting 
in Practice the Golden Rule, of doing unto 
others as we would be done by. It muſt 
certainly be Paſſion, or ſome ſiniſter View, 
that makes Men act ſo unjuſtly by one ano- 
ther ; for if they allowed themſelves to be 
guided by Reaſon, they could never require 
any Thing of others, that they would think 
unfair were the Caſe their own, 


But this Digreſſion has made us almoſt 
 lofe Sight of the main Argument we were 
upon, viz. the Neceſſity of being well ac- 
quainted with the Syſtem of Things in the 
lower World, before we can attain to the 


Knowledge of Things heavenly. 
ANGEL. 


Perhaps you imagine we have been en- 
gaged in along Digreſſion, no-wie pertinent 
to the Queſtion in Hard ; but I can aflure 
you of the contrary, nothing being more 
effectual to prove the Neceſſity of ſtudying 
Nature, or recommend it more, than to 
ſhow the Aae and unhappy Conſe- 

| quences 
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quences that reſult from the Ignorance of 
the true Nature of Things, to which alone 
all the unnatural Proceedings of Mankind 
are owing. But to come cloſer to the Point, 

it will be no difficult Matter to prove that 
the Rule which we Guardian Angels ob- 
ſerve with regard to departed Souls, is ſo 
far from being an arbitrary one, that on the 
contrary it is perfectly agreeable to Nature, 
and the eſtabliſhed Order of the Univerſe. Is 
there any thing more plain than that the 
lower and more fimple Parts of Nature muſt 
be previouſly known before the higher Parts 
can be underſtood ? This is quite as neceſ- 
fary as that one who would learn to read 
muſt firſt begin with the Letters, The very 
Nature of Things requires that we begin with 


the lower World, and make ourſclves well 


acquainted with all its Parts, and then with 
theſe as Principles attempt the Study of 
Things heavenly. 


SOUL 


Mr. Pope's Sentiments on this Head cor- 
reſpond very much with yours, and are ſo 
beautifully expreſied, that I perſuade myſelf 
you will be pleaſed I repeat them in his own 
elegant Words, which are as follow: 


. Bia op 11 
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In reaſoning Pride (my Friend) our 


Error les ; 
All quit their Sphere,and ruſhinto the Shies. 
Pride ſtill is aiming at the bleſt Abodes, 
Men would be Angels, Angels would be Gods: 
_ Aſpiring to be Gods, if Angels fell, 
Aſpiring to be Angels, Men rebell : 
Aud who but wiſhes to invert the Laws 


O Order, fins againſt the Eternal Cauſe. 


Through W orlds unnumber'd, though the 
. Ged be known, 


*Tis ours to trace him only in our own. 


Heaven from all Creatures hi des the Book 
„ 


All but the Page preſerib'd, their preſent 8 
N 


Hope bumbly then, with trembling Pinions 


Scar, 
Wait the greater Teacher, Death, and God 


adore. 
AN GE L. 


It is not eaſy to determine, whether Folly 


or Pride has the greater Share | in ſuch Con- 
duct; but it is moſt probable they go Hand 


in Hand, Pride being the Motive, and Folly 
the Sine qua non, as the Schools ſpeak. 


To conclude the preſent Argument, Reaſon, 
no leſs than Revelation, teaches us, that God 


is 


C397] 
is not a hard Maſter, nor can it, without 
Blaſphemy, be ſuppoſed, that he will aſk 
more of his Creatures than he has given 
them Abilities to perform : But then his 
own Glory, or the Perfection of his Attri- 
butes of Wiſdom and Juſtice, makes it ne- 


ceſſary to require a due Improvement of 


our Faculties and Powers, which are ſo man 

Talents committed® to our Truſt. There 
is no more, nor can there be any leſs, than 
this required of every Creature, Beſides, that 
the moral Character of the Deity makes ſuch 
a Behaviour neceſſary to our Perfection and 


Happineſs, the eſtabliſned Order of Nature 


alſo ſhows to a Demonſtration, that the Ne- 
glect thereof muſt be attended, if not with a 
poſitive, at leaſt with a negative Puniſh- 
ment: Or, in other Words, it is abſolutely 
impoſſible for Men to attain to the Perfection 
and Happineſs they are naturally capable of, 
unleſs they uſe the Means appointed by the 


God of > een for that Purpoſe ; but to fall 
ſhort of Happineſs deſigned them by Na- . 


ture, is what is called a negative Puniſhment. 

I ſay it is as impoſſible for Men, that ne- 
glect the Improvement of their Faculties, to 
attain their utmoſt Perfection, as that the Na- 
tures of Things ſhould be changed, or that 
God did not know what Means were proper 
to be uſed for accompliſhing and perfecting 
the Happineſs of his Creatures. Since then 
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CI) 
all but the Preſent lies hid in Fate, it is our 
Buſineſs to ſtudy hat well, beginning with 
ſuch Things as are not above our Compre- 
henſion, and by gradually proceeding in this 
Manner, we ſhall be enabled to underſtand 

Things of a higher Nature, when in the 
Courſe of our Exiſtence we come to be 
placed in a proper Point of View for ob- 
ſerving them. 


Define . Pur ; G uod; nunc | inflat, 


agamus, 


Enough, my Lad, tis time to give it ver ; 
Ti . $ ſomething elſe no Craves Attention 
more. 
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